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'Vista Bella' -A Red,

from Ne1
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'Vista Bella' is being introduced as
a good quality, very early, red apple
for fresh market. It ripens about with
'Melba', 'Julyred' and 'Quinte'. Ex-
perience to date suggests that 'Vista
Bella' should replace these 3 early red
cultivars.

Origin
The parentage of 'Vista Bella' is:

Vista Bella = 77349 X Julyred cross made in 1956
77349 = 67634 X 122137 cross made in 1949

67634 = Melba X Sonora cross made in 1934
122137 = NJ53 X USDA34 cross made in 1937

NJ53 = Williams X Starr crass made in 1925
Julyred = NJ8 X 110037 cross made in 1949

NJ8 = Petrel X Eariy McIntosh
cross made in 1937

110037 = Melba X NJ53 cross made in 1937

Four generations of crossing and
two generations of breeders were
necessary for the development of
'Vista Bella'. Such genetic engineer-
ing has gone into the development of
all the early apples introduced from
this program (1, 2, 3). 'Vista Bella' was
first selected in July 1962 and a few
scions were distributed under the
seedling number 117656. It was given
the introduction number NJ36 in the
fall of 1963 and was distributed widely
for test that winter.

Fruit Characteristics
The fruit is similar to 'Julyred' in
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appearance. The fruit is medium
large, round and slightly oblate. When
it is well grown it has up to 3/4 medium
red blush on a light yellow-green
ground. At its best it has crisp,
creamy white flesh with better firm-
ness and shelf life than any other
apple of its season. It has good des-
sert quality. Under high nitrogen con-
ditions the red overcolor will be
darker and duller, and the ground
color will stay green. The fruit will
be less firm, more acid, and will not
hold up as well.

Tree Characteristics '.
The tree is a vigorous grower with

large leaves. This is especially notice-
able in the nursery row. Most of the
crop can be harvested in two pickings.
It does not drop excessively. Limited
production experience suggests that
'Vista Bella' is more difficult to thin
with chemicals than are other early
apples. The same experience has in-
dicated that, if allowed to set heavily,
'Vista Bella' will bear small fruit of
mediocre quality and the tree may be
thrown into biennial bearing. 'Vista
Bella' has been used widely in the
hybridization program as a female and
as a pollen parent. It is completely
fertile and its pollen is compatible
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with all the other cultivars and selec-
tionswith which it has been used., 'Vista Bella' has been tested widely

as NJ36. It has been rated promising
for limited commercial production as
the best dessert apple to start the sea-
son in New J edsey, Maine, Michigan,
New York, Ontario, Poland, Yugo-
slavia and Guatemala. It seems to be
widely adapted since there have
been good reports from areas with
cold winters such as Maine, Canada
and Poland, as well as from areas with
warm summers, such as southerQNew
Jersey and central Yugoslavia. 'Vista
Bella' bloomed normally and pro-
duced fruit (jf characteristic good
quality and appear~nce on the !inca
Vista Bella at an altitude of 7500 ft. in
the tropical highlands of Guatemala.
There the winters..:' are very mild,
and during:Jhe growing season it is
v~ry cool, usually with cloud cover
throughout most of "the day. This un-
expected good performance in the

tropical highlands of Guatemala is the
basis for the selection of the name
'Vista Bella'.

The series of early, good quality
apples from Rutgers (2, 3) will make
it possible to have profitable produc-
tion of summer dessert apples that can
be competitive with fruit from the
previous year's harvest that has been
held in CA storage.

Trees of 'Vista Bella' are available
from several commercial nurseries in
dIe U.S. and Canada.
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I Adriall an Early Ripening Peach from New Jersey -\

Introduced in Yugoslavial
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Th~ p~ach cultivar 'Adria' (formerly for the very early season. It. ripens
NJ224) is being released jointly by the about with the white-fleshed cultivar
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment 'Springtime', or one week to 10 days
Station at New Brunswick, N. J., USA, before 'Collins', which is the earliest
and the Agricultural Institute of ripening yellow-fleshed cultivar grown
~love?!~: at Lj~bljana, Yugoslavi~, co~mercially in Yugoslavia at the
(AdrIa IS the Laun name for the AdrI- present time.
atic Sea.) In 1960, selection NJ224 and, ., .
several other selections were sent to AdrIa has been tested extensIvely,Ljubljana 

for testing. 'Adria' has in ctiltivar selection test plantings at
prqved to be a hardy, productive, Corica, Koper, Krsko and Ptuj, all in
good, quality, yellow':fleshed cultivar Slovenia, in northwestern Yugoslavia
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