Citrus Cultivation in China

Lianc Bao!

China is taking measures to update
one of its ancient horticultural arts—
citrus culture, which was practiced in
this country for millenniums before it
spread to the tropical and sub-tropical
regions all over the globe.

Successes have already been
achieved in the breeding of some fine
varieties of orange and tangerine. In
experiments conducted in recent
years, some whole citrus plants have
been bred in test tubes from endo-
sperm calluses (cell formations over
cut surfaces of nutritive tissues in em-
bryo sacs). Such plants are triploids,
which on reaching maturity, will bear
fruit containing no seed.

China is the home of the citrus
plant. According to one historical
record, citrus culture began 4,000
years ago, and had become quite
widespread in China during the Qin
and Han periods (221 BC-220 AD). In
the early 1970s, seeds of oranges were
found among the objects unearthed in
a 2,100-year-old tomb outside Chang-
sha, capital city of Hunan province,
Central China. -

In his book “Trees and Grasses of
South China,” written in AD304, Ji
Han dealt with the citrus regions
south of the Changjiang (Yangtze)
River, and the use of ants to combat
harmful insects on orange trees. This
is probably the world’s earliest litera-
ture on the use of biological means’to
keep insects under control in citrus
groves.

The year 1178 saw the publication
of “Orange Trees” which classified 27
citrus species and varieties and
touched on a wide range of subjects—
from seed selection, grafting and till-
age to pest control, harvesting and
storage of fruit,

Chinese citrus growers had in an-
cient times developed many varieties,
some of which, like the citron, sour
orange, sweet orange, mandarin and
kumquat were later introduced to
Japan, the Mediterranean countries
and the New World.

However, citrus cultivation in China
did not make significant progress be-
cause no encouragement was given to
research, An attempt to revive the
long neglected citrus industry got un-
derway following the establishment
of the People’s Republic in 1949. A
citrus research center was established
by the Academy of Agricultural Sci-
ences of China in Chongqing, Sichuan
province, while research groups also
came into existence in the provinces of
other major citrus growing areas.

Scientific farming groups made up
of professional people and staff were
formed at the county and commune
levels, and they too conducted experi-
ments on citrus culture,

Through selective propagation,,
crossing and hybridization, Chinese
researchers have succeeded in breed-
ing many fine citrus varieties. A new
variety of orange called Glorious Or-
ange, whose fruits contain few seeds,
has a moderately sweet and sour fla-
vor, and is juicy and of good eating
quality. It has become popular in Si-
chuan province. This variety yields 50
kilos of fruit on a 10-year-old tree and
300 kilos on a 30-year-old tree.

An object of citrus research in China
is to experiment and collect data on
possible new species. Some headway
has been made in the studying and
collecting of citrus species still found
growing wild in the hilly regions of
Guangxi, Guangdong, Hunan and
Yunnan.

1China Features, P.O. Box 522, Peking, The People’s Republic of China.



Scionwoop oF APPLE CULTIVARS, ROOTSTOCKS AND SPECIES

Silvercup ............ . 175547
Sipolins ............. . 262960
Skyrme’s Kernel ...... . 161846
Slovianka ............ . 107251
Smorodina #1445 ..... . 293886
Solncedar (Sungift) ... . 383518
Sparreholm .......... . 104813
Spasovka Kvasna ..... . 307518
Splendour .......... . Q-20117
Stahls Prinz .......... . 325529
Stone Pippin ......... . 133750
Storappel ............ . 188524
S.T.P. Scarlet Pearmain . 307383
Striped Tawny ....... . 383520
Sturmer—Jo. 10 ....... . 392310
Subtropical Apple .... . 241999
Succary ............. . 292135
Suislepas Rozabols .. .. . 262971
Suislepper ........... . 104815
Sumatooka .......... . 264693
Sunset .............. . 157216
Surpasse Frequin ..... . 125566
Surprise ............. . 134672
Surprise Reinette ..... . 137056
Swardlands .......... .. 129833
T-891 ittt e e 205707
Tallinnan Paarynanera ..... ..... 231750
Tambour d’'Himbsel ....... ..... 127366
Tardive Forestier ......... ..... 175548
Tasma ......cociievinnen wunnn 81916
Tasman Pride ............ ..... 307384
Tayeshnoe ......ovvevenee vuud 322715
Tchistaikovka #3 ......... ..... 135499
Teign Harvey ............ ....., 175549
Teint Frais .............. ..... 127370
Thomas Roland .......... ..... 148404
Tilsith ........cooovieatt oolt. 134673
Timiskaming ............. ..... ‘151644
Toellisaare .............. ..... 383522
Tohoku #2 ..ovvviiiin ot 255898

SO S 255899

2 255900

SO S 255901
Tom Putt ............c00 v 125271
TOTENO .+ o vvvervineneenner arnns 245145
Trembletts Bitter ......... ..... 175550
Tropical Beauty .......... ..... 276256
Tropical Beauty .......... ..... 281542
Tydeman’s Early Worcester ..... 157218
Tydeman’s Michaelmas Red ..... 157220
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Uljanisceva 262965

Undine 371812

344554

Uralian Butter 383523

Vagnon Ascher ................. 175552

Vails Early .........ccvvivvnnen 219791

Venus Pippin .................. 125273

Vered .....ovviiinnnennnennnn, 267822

Verjisome X Jonathan 55-109-149.. 352657

Victoria Crab .................. 158177

Vigneole de Monton ............. 244726

Waldhofler ......... .- 134824

Washington Nonpareil . 141247

Wemmershock ...... . 349326

White Crofton ...... . 203818

” 7 . . 206034

White Jersey ........ . 175553

Winterambour ...... . 126996

Winterzitronenapfel .. . 126995

Wisley Crab ........ . 215545

Wyken Pippin ...... . 127022

Wynema Crab ...... . 161093

Yellow Arkad ............. .. 383526

Yellow Siberian (M. robusta) . 215542

Zabaoani ..... . 292136

Zigeunerinapfel . 126998

SPECIES

M. sylvestris Golden Delicious X

Ingrid Marie® ............... 279645

Malus aldenhamensis ........... 52647

”  baccata F 30485 .......... 99907

» e e 286599

” ” var, mandshurica ... 322713

”  coronaria “Niewland” ...... 182831

” ” dasycalyx ....... 157555

”  halliana ................. 38231

”  magdeburgensis .......... 141213

”  micromalus .............. 316974

”  purpurea f. lemonei ....... 78034

”  robusta “Red Siberian Crab” 215543

”  sieboldii “Fuji” ........... 325156

”  sp. #6558 (dry hot) ....... 55990

”  trilobata ................. 215544

7 tschonoskyi .............. 141214

”  yunnanensis “Vilmorin” .... 271831
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Fig. 1. A gocd harvest of the famous “Huan-
gyan tangerine” is reaped on a people’s
commune in Huangyan county, Zhejiang
province, east China.

Some species have been found
which are valuable for the breeding
of new varieties. A very hardy species
with wing leaves several times larger
than normal leaves has been discov-
ered in Honghe county in Yunnan
province, providing a new object for
scientific research. Experiments are
now under way to see if it has value
as a rootstock. And the Golden Fra-
grant Pomelo, a single fruit of which
can perfume the air in a house, was
found in a grove in Hunan province.

Since chemical insecticides came
into use much later in China than in
the agriculturally advanced countries,
many natural predators that devour
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Fig, 2, 'J':!ll;' pomelo produced in Guoanexi,
somith China,

A

harmful insects to citrus plants are
still to be found. Recently, researchers
have discovered a tiny insect no big-
ger than the point of a needle that can
destroy scores of red spiders in a day.
It is now artificially bred for use in
orange groves.

Ways also have been found to raise
orange yields in the red soil regions
of southern China where most of the
citrus groves are located. New tech-
niques have been worked out which
enable citrus trees to be grown on the
sandy beaches along the coast. In
Zhejiang province, trees budded on
saline resistant rootstocks have been
successfully grown on land reclaimed
from the sea. :

Citrus fruit is now cultivated in 20
provinces and autonomous regions,
most of which are situated south of
the Changjiang%rl (Yangtze) River. The
total acreage has expanded six times
over the past three decades. But the
average per-hectare yield is low com-
pared with that in Japan or the United
States. In many areas it is as low as
7.5 tons per hectare, although yields
as high as 75 tons per hectare are ob-
tained in some places. -\

_For the most part citrus is cultivated
on terraces carved out of the hillsides,
as the best land is given over to the
growing of foodcrops to feed China’s
enormous population. This is one rea-
son for the relatively low citrus yields.

Another factor inhibiting the growth
of the citrus industry in China is the
small size and scattered nature of
citrus groves. For many centuries
Chinese peasants used to plant orange
trees in the backyards of their homes,
or on tiny plots of marginal land be-
side fields growing foodcrops. This
ruled out the possibility of introduc-
ing modern methods of cultivation on
a sizable scale.

The situation has somewhat im-
proved with the establishment of farm



cooperatives, which after 1958 merged
to form communes. Since then some
large citrus orchards have been intro-
duced by the production teams or
brigades under the communes, but
they still are small compared with
those in the leading citrus growing
countries of the world.

A plan is now being drawn up to
establish large orchards in areas most
suited to citrus cultivation. This,
coupled with the application of mod-
ern cultural practices, will transform
the Chinese citrus industry in the
years ahead.
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The following report was presented at the American Pomologi(;al Society
Meeting at Ohio State University, August 3, 1979.

Blackberry Production and Cultivar Situation
in North America
J. N. Moorg!

Wild species of blackberry are in-
digenous in most temperate areas of
the northern hemisphere and are usu-
ally the most abundant of wild fruits
(2). Strangely, blackberries are among
the more recent fruits to be domesti-
cated, being largely developed as a
cultivated crop in the latter half of
the 19th Century. The abundance and
availability of wild blackberries may
have made early cultivation unneces-
sary. More likely, the thorny, unman-
ageable character of most wild black-
berries created a prejudice against
them as a garden fruit, and this preju-
dice was brought to the New World
by the pioneers from Europe (2).

The first pomological articles to
recommend the cultivation of black-
berries in the U.S. began to appear
about 1829 (2), and little by little

blackberries were brought under cul-
tivation. In the meantime, during the
200 or so preceding years, the clearing
of forests and subsequent spread of
wild blackberries had created a mas-
sive natural breeding program among
the various, interfertile, heteroploid,
and highly heterogenious blackberry
species (1). Blackberry enthusiasts
had only to select the best from
among the vast array of wild seed-
lings.

Two cultivars, Lawton and Dor-
chester, selected from the wild in the
1830’s and introduced in the 18507,
contributed greatly to the new interest
in selecting and cultivating black-
berries. Soon other superior sorts
appeared, some selected from the
wild, some resulting from sowing
open-pollinated seeds, and a little

1Published with the approval of the Director, Arkansas Agriculture Experiment Station. The
author is grateful to the many research and extension workers who provided current infor-
mation on blackberry production in the states discussed in this article.
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