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The growth variables, crown dry
weight or size and leaf area may be
useful for primary screening for high
yield in breeding programs. As poten-
tial yield in strawberry is determined
during flower bud differentiation and
various growth variables were found
to be related to yield per plant, grow-
ing conditions should be optimized in
the fall to maximize yield. This may
involve renovating (mowing off the
foliage and fertilizing) as soon after
fruit harvest as possible, increasing soil
fertility levels, and runner removal or
thinning.
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