field testing. The tree support problem
is not of great consequence, since most
high density systems are supported.
However, the large trees that often
result from micropropagation may
preclude their widespread use in high
density plantings, unless genetically
dwarfed cultivars become available
for future use. Precocity is essential to
recover the initial high cost of high
density plantings and to take advantage
of the high fruit prices of new culti-
vars. Perhaps cultural methods can be
divised to overcome potential delays
in bearing.
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1990 Prunus Breeders Meeting

Davip H. BYRNE AND TERRY A. BAcon!

The prunus Breeders Meeting this
year was held on May 25-26th and
hosted by David Byrne and Terry
Bacon of the Department of Horticul-
tural Sciences, Texas A&M University
at College Station, Texas. Prunus
researchers/breeders from ten U.S.-
based breeding programs in 9 states

(Alabama, Arkansas, California, Flor-
ida, Georgia, New York, South Caro-
lina, Texas and West Virginia) and
from ten other countries (Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China, France, Hun-
gary, Italy, Mexico, Thailand and Yu-
goslavia) participated in the con-
ference.

1Department of Horticultural Sciences, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843-2133.
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The Stonefruit breeding program at
Texas A&M University emphasizes the
development of peach, plum, and ap-
ricot cultivars adapted to the medium
chill (400-650 chill units) and subtropi-
cal (<200 chill units) fruit growing
regions. In these zones, the wide vari-
ability in effective chilling received
causes extreme fluctuations in peach
fruit quality (shape, color, and firm-
ness) and the progress in the selection
for quality stability was discussed.
Many of the cultivars grown in this
zone, frequently (especially years with
mild winters) show larger, softer tips
and less red over color than when
grown in zones which have longer,
and colder winters. These effects were
seen in the fruit of 50 cultivars and
selections that were displayed. The
active research on rootstocks tolerant
to alkaline soil, embryo and ovule
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culture, and Prunus genetics were ex-
plained and discussed.

The crops discussed included apri-
cots, cherries, peaches (fresh market
and canning clingstones), nectarines,
and plums. Ongoing Prunus work on
host-plant resistance, the components
of fruit quality, new tree growth types,
new production trends, rootstocks,
ovule and embryo culture, isozyme
variability, restriction fragment length
polymorphisms, transformation sys-
tems and fruit softening gene isolation
was reviewed.

Future meetings are tentatively
scheduled to be held in Raleigh, North
Carolina at North Carolina State Uni-
versity (July, 1991 before the ASHS
meeting), in Visalia, California (Au-
gust, 1992 hosted by USDA in Fresno
and SunWorld in Bakersfield) and in
Gainsville, Florida (May, 1993).

Figure 1. People attending The Prunus Breeders Conference.

Front row, left to right. Roy Rom (AK), Alberto Pinto (Brazil), Robert Anderson (NY), Suzanne
Rogers (TX), Mari Loehrlein (CA), Curt Rom (AK), ShiYan (China), Tom Gradziel (CA), Kim
Strong (TX), Wayne Sherman (FL), Salvador Perez (Mexico).

Back row: Petar Misic (Yugoslavia), David Byrne (TX), Ralph Scorza (WV), Joe Norton (AL),
William Newall (SC), Danielle Bassi (Italy), Neil Miles (Canada), Bruce Topp (Australia), Zoltan
Szabo (Hungary), Bruce Mowrey (CA), Dick Okie (GA), A. Lambertin (France).

Missing from picture: Tom Beckman (GA), Unaroj Boonprakob (Thailand), Terry Bacon (TX),
Calvin Lyons (TX), Charles Graham (SC).





