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‘Chulli’—A Wild Apricot From
Himalayan Cold Desert Region
C. PARMAR AND A. K. SHARMA®

Abstract

‘Chulli’ is a wild apricot found growing in
cold desert regions of the Himalayas, adjoining
Tibet. This wild fruit possesses some unique
traits not found in the cultivated types. The
fruits are borne in clusters and not sparsely
arranged like the cultivated types. This fruit
grows under very harsh climate and on poor
soils. the fruits are late ripening, maturing after
about three weeks than the commercial cultivars
in the same region.

Origin and Utilization
The trees of ‘Chulli’ are found grow-
ing wild in large numbers, in dry
temperate regions of Kinnaur, Chamba
and Lahaul and Spiti districts of the
Indian state of Himachal Pradesh.
There is no report about the existence

of this fruit elsewhere. The existence
of wild plants in such a large numbers
in this area indicates that ‘Chulli’ might
have been originated in this region.

The fruits of ‘Chulli’ are eaten fresh
and also sun-dried. The dried fruits
are used mostly for the preparation of
a hard alcoholic liquor, which is very
popular with the tribal people of that
region. The kernal is mostly devoid of
the bitter alkaloid and thus edible. It is
used as a substitute for almond in
food preparations. The kernel contains
48.6 per cent oil (2), which is used for
cooking, in lamps and as a hair oil. It is
also reported to cure arthritis and joint
pains and is, therefore, used for mas-
sage (1).
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AREA WHERE CHULLI GROWS
Figure 1. Area of India where ‘Chulli’ grows.

The wood is hard and utilized for
timber and also as fuel. The seedlings
of ‘Chulli’ are used as a rootstock for
apricot and plum.

Description

A medium sized spreading, round
topped, deciduous, woody tree, height
5 to 6.5 m, spread 5.5 to 6 m, trunk
girth 55 to 60 cm, bark reddish brown.

Leaves, broadly ovate, apex cuspi-
date, base cordate, emerging leaves
dark red, surface pubescent, length
6.81 cm, breadth 5.73 cm; petiole,
pubescent, red, length 2.80 cm; glands
orbicular, dark tan, 3 in number.

Flower, solitary, sessile pentamerous,
perigynous, actinomorphic, hermaph-
rodite, white with pink tinge, 2.90 cm
across; calyx, gamosepalous, campan-

ulate, with five sepals; corolla, poly-
petalous, with five petals, ]engtg 1.2
cm, breadth 1.13 cm; androecium,
polyandrous, numerous (36-39), length
1.03 cm, gynoecium, monocarpellary,
perigynous; style, straight, yellowish-
white, length 1.17 cm.

Fruit, a drupe, round, deep yellow
with red blush, length 1.24 cm, breadth
2.59 cm, weight 12 gm, T.S.S. 13.53,
acidity 2.24, total sugars, 5.54, reduc-
ing sugars, 3.55, non-reducing sugars
1.89 percent; stone, ovate, length 1.86
cm, breadth 1.55 cm; kernel, ovate,
length 1.49 cm, breadth 1.05 cm; over-
all eating quality, good to very good.

Yield, 52.5 kg per tree.

Suggested Use

This apricot may be used as a genetic
stock in hybridization for evolving
varieties with profuse bearing habits
and late ripening. ‘Chulli’ is a very
hardy plant. It grows wild under
drought and cold conditions and also
on very poor and shallow soils. These
traits of ‘Chulli’ may also be useful.
This plant may also be used in agro-
forestry programme as a multipurpose
tree species.

Availability
A small quantity of the seed of this
wild fruit for trial purposes may be
obtained from the authors.
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