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Eventually, the original grand old tree
will be lost to flood, lightning, disease or
just old age. In any event, the clone will
always be available for vegetative propa-
gation from the repository.
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‘Edda’ Plum

STEIN HARALD HJELTNES!

‘Edda’ is a European plum variety with
increasing popularity in the Norwegian
market. Low productivity was experi-
enced in the first years after introduction,
but when planting adequate pollinizers,
this problem was overcome. The tree is
not easy to handle, as compared e.g. to
‘Opal,’ but fruit thinning work is much
less, and the farmers get good prices for
‘Edda’ in the market.

Origin

‘Edda’ was bred and introduced from
the Norwegian Crop Research Institute,
Ullensvang Research Centre, division
Njos, in Western Norway. The release
ended a breeding program initiated by Er-
ling Kvaale in 1934. ‘Edda’ was selected
from a cross between ‘Czar’ x ‘Prune
Peche’ made by E. Kvaale in 1953. After
testing in the 1960’s, the variety was re-
leased by Per J. Husabe in 1970, in con-
nection with the 50th anniversary of the
experiment station at Njos. Heat treat-
ment to obtain virus free stock was car-
ried out at Hornum in Danemark in
1976/77, and propagation material for
Norwegian Stock Plantings was intro-
duced in the spring 1979.

Vegetative Plant Data

‘Edda’ is compatible to a wide range of
rootstocks, as no problems have been ob-
served to St. Julien A, Myrobalan, Pixy,
Mariana or Eruni. The growth is upright,
and the trees tend to get naked branches
by increasing age. The shoots are brown-
ish-yellow, smooth, somewhat ribbed
against the top, with light lenticelles, es-
pecially by the basis of the shoot, which
is typical for the variety. Similar the fo-
liage is vigorous and dark green (1). Ex-
periences from Eastern Norway, where
the winter climate is harder, has shown
that the tree is not very hardy.

Generative Plant Data

‘Edda’ is self-sterile, but flowers by
‘Opal’ and ‘Victoria,” and both these vari-
eties are good pollinators. ‘Rivers Early
Prolific’ and ‘Reine Claude d’Oullins’ are
also good pollinators, while ‘Mallard’
seems to be poorer (3).

Ripening time equals ‘Opal,’ or a few
days earlier (2), which is mid-August in
Norway. The fruit is medium large. In a
field trial from 1983-88 at Njos (2), mean
fruit weight of ‘Edda’ was 42 gram, as
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compared to 28 gram for ‘Sanctus Huber-
tus’ and 32 gram for ‘Opal.’ The fruits are
even-sized, roundish-oval and somewhat
depressed at the poles. The colour is
brownish-red to dark blue at ripening,
and a heavy bloom covers the fruit. The
skin is somewhat thick, but could easily
be separated from the yellow fruit flesh
which is firm, very juicy and have a
sweet and aromatic taste. The fruit is
freestone, and very often a reddish colour
is observed by the stone, as ‘Ruth Ger-
stetter.” The fruit quality, as indexed by
the ratio sugar/acid has been reported to
be 12.3 in mean of 6 years (4). In the
same experiment, ‘Opal’ had a mean
value of 12.1. The fruit has a good keep-
ing ability, equivalent to ‘Opal’ (5).

When supplied with adequate polliniz-
ers, and pruned in a proper way, the pro-
ductivity is quite good. In the experiment
at Njos (2) the cumulated yield from
1983-88 for ‘Edda’ was 6.5 kgftree, as
compared to 13.5kg/tree in ‘Sanctus Hu-
bertus’ and 11.3kg/tree for ‘Opal.’

Resistance to Pests and Diseases

The trees are susceptible to rust-mite,
Aculus fockeui (Nalepa & Trouessart),
that frequently damage fruits and distorts
shoot growth. Other pests and diseases are
of minor importance.

Availability
The variety is not licensed, and

virusfree material is available upon re-
quest to Njos.
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‘Break New Ground With ACN’S
Premier Apple Selections

Ginger Gold® PP#7063
Crimson™ Gala PP#8673
Gala (Mitchell Cltv.)
Honeycrisp® PP#7197
Pioneer™ Mac PP#7002
Ace® Spur Red Delicious
PP#4587
Super Chief ® Spur Red
Delicious PP#6190
Royal Court™ PP#10049
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Jonagold De Coster™
PP#8049

SunCrisp® (NJ55Cltv.)
PP#8648

Cameo™ PP#9068

Sun Fuji™

Granny Smith

Pink Lady®
PP#7880
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