Wilder Medal Awards

STANLEY JOHNSTON*
South Haven, Michigan

The Wilder Medal has now been
awarded by the American Pomological
Society for the past 84 years, and has
become very highly regarded in the
horticultural industry. For 1957, the
Wilder Medal was awarded to the
following individuals:

To the late C. L. Burkholder, for
oustanding service to the fruit indus-
try. Professor Burkholder was Assist-
ant Chief in Pomology at Purdue
University, where he served the fruit
industry from 1917 until his untimely
passing a few months ago. His con-
tributions in developing new spraying
techniques and in chemical thinning
of fruits was outstanding. He was a
keen student of fruit varieties and did
much to evaluate them.

To Henry Hartman, for outstand-
ing service to the fruit industry. He
came to Oregon State University in
1919 where he remained to become
Head of the Department of Horti-
culture, a position he served well from
1942 until his retirement in 1955. His
achievements in solving pear handling
problems have been outstanding. In
1953 Oregon fruit growers honored
him by establishing the Hartman
Trophy—an award given annually by
the Oregon Horticultural Society to
the state’s outstanding horiculturist.

To Victor R. Gardner, for outstand-
ing service to horticulture. Director
emeritus of the Michigan Agricultural
Experiment Station, and for many
years Head of the Department of Hor-
ticulture at Michigan State University,
Dr. Gardner’s ability in directing re-
search was outstanding. He is the
author of several important books on

horticultural subjects.

To R. A. Van Meter, for devoted
service to horticulture. He served suc-
cessively as Head of the Department of
Horticulture, Dean of the School of
Horticulture, Dean of the College of
Agriculture and President of the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. Although
his administrative responsibilities have
carried him into many fields other
than horticulture, he has remained a
loyal and devoted servant to horticul-
ture, serving on important committees
with the American Pomological Soci-
ety and other horticultural organiza-
tions.
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*Chairman, Wilder Medal Awards Committee of American Pomological Society.
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