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Swe~t cherries ar.e .one of c;>ur most Flordagrand Blackberr
attractive ~nd delIcIo.US frUIt crops. Y .

Some of thIS appeal arIses because this. In 1953 ~. H. Sharpe, of the Umver-

crop is t~e earliest tree fruit to ripen. SIty of FlorIda, made some .crosses be-
To qualIfy as a successful commercial tween the blac~berry varIety Regal
sweet cherry, a new variety must meet Ness .a!ld a selectIon of R~bus trivialis,
many exacting requirements in the or- a tr~Ilmg blackberry natIve to central
chard as well as produce an attractive ~lorlda. A very pr°!llising h~gh yield-
and flavorsome canned or brined prod- mft; second generation seedlmg from
u.ct. Commercial varieties must con- ~hIS cross was selected and recently
sIstently produce well, attain desirable mtroduced and n"4med Flordagrand.
size, color and flavor, be firm fleshed, Th~ new cane.s of Flordagrand are
and resist or partially resist cracking. purplIsh-red, prIckly, and long and
In the processed product these fruit prostrate unless supported. -Its blos-
quality factors are equally important som~ open earlier than local wild
and to a large extent determine ulti- berrIes, and should therefore be
mately the acceptance of a variety by planted only on frost free sites in
the industry. norther~ Florida. The berries are ob-

At the Oregon Experiment Station, long, .shmy ~lack and large-about 1 VB
the Departments of Horticulture and ~ 7/s mches m length and diameter. It
Food and Dairy Technology have IS harvested several days before Ad-
worked cooperatively for several years vance and Regal Ness. The berries .are
evaluating the merits of processed and tart when eaten fresh, but are easily
fresh !ruit of recent new varieties and sweetened to taste. This variety makes
selec~Ions. Several older varieties and very good jellies, preserves and pies.
certam European varieties w~re in-
cluded ~n these trials for purposes of
comparIson. Data on these varieties ~~~
are tabulated in Table 1. See opposite
page.

Among the outstanding varieties in C. J. Gilgut of the Universit of
these tests for fresh use were Wills- M h .Y
D 11 D . k N 270215 E .assac usetts, poInts out that al-

a as, IC son o. , sperens h h ...R 22-10, Corum and Lambert. Vari: t oug no ~pple vanety IS Immune to
e~ies appearing most desirable for can- r.°wdery mildew some .ar~ more re-
mng purposes included Noire de sIsta~t than ?thers.. VarIetIes that are
Guben, Noire de Chavannes Corum relatIvely resIstant mclude McIntosh,
R?yal Ann, Wills-Dallas, Sue: Persian: Delicio~s and .c~lden Delicious. Very
DIckson No. 270215, Van, R 22-10, susceptible varIeties are Baldwin, Cort-
Sam, Bing and Biggareau de land, Rome Beauty.. Jonathan, Stay-
Schrecken. man, and Yellow Transparent.
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