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Fruit Gardens Committee Appointed

By Stanley Johnston, President,

American Pomological Society

Membership of the new Fruit Gardens
Committee has been completed and the
committee is getting organized and plan
ning its work.

Dr. W. F: Pickett, Head of the De-
partment of Horticulture, Kansas State
College, Manhattan, Kansas, will be
chairman of the committee. Dr. Pickett
is a professional horticulturist of wide
experience and is very well qualified to
lead this new activity of the American
Pomological Society.

Two fruit hobbyists are included in
the membership of the committee —
Richard M. Fagley of New York, and
R. G. Anderson of Kansas City, Mis-
souri. Mr. Fagley is a graduate of Har.
vard in religious education. and is assist-
ant-to John Foster Dulles, who is a mem-
ber of the United Nations Commission.
Mr. Fagley is now on duty in England

and in his spare moments hopes to visit
places of horticultural interest there.-

Mr. Anderson is a very successful busi-
ness man who has a collection of rare
fruit varieties and gets a great deal of en-
joyment from this hobby.

Cecil Clark is an outstanding com-
mercial fruit grower of the state of
Washington. He has made many friends
at the Natlonal Peach Council meet-
ings and in other horticultural organiza-
tions. While his chief interest in horti.
culture is in the commercial field, he sees
great possibilities in growing fruit plants
as a hobby,

Completing the personnel of a very
well-balanced committee is J. C. McDan-
iel, State Horticulturist of Tennessee. Mr.
McDanijel has had a broad experience in
the hortlcultural field working with fruit
growers, nurserymeri and others inter-
ested in fruit growing.

At present, the members of the Fruit
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Gardens Committee are exchanging ideas
and it is expected that they will have a
definite plan of action outlined by the
time of the 100th Anniversary Meeting

Fruitr VARIETIES AND HORTICULTURAL DIGEST

of the American Pomological Society,
which is to be held at the Hotel Jefferson
in St. Louis, Missouri, Feb. 17, 18, 19,
1048 :

VARIETIES OF FRUIT
SUITABLE FOR
CULTIVATION IN IRELAND

Anonymous, 1946,
Ireland Dept. of Agr. Leaflet 64. 12 pgs.

It is of interest to note the varieties
being recommended for another country
and observe how they compare with the
situation in our own land. Certain com-
ments in the introduction of this leaflet
are worthy .of quotation since they give
a picture of the general status of the
fruit industry in Ireland.

“The Department takes the oppor-
tunity of urging upon every person who
owns land the desirability of devoting
some portion of it to fruit-growing. It
has been conclusively demonstrated that
fruit—particularly apples and soft fruits
—of excellent quality can be profitably
grown in Ireland. The value of fruit as
an article of diet, either raw or cooked,
is not sufficiently recognized, and there
are very few holdings on which fruit of
some kind cannot be grown at least for
home consumption.”

“Commercial fruit growing can be
recommended with the greatest confi-
dence, provided the plantations are prop-
erly managed and care is taken in grad-
ing and packing the fruit for market.”

‘Recommended Varieties

This leaflet includes short descriptions
of 42 apples, 21 pears, 18 plums, 8 cher.
ries, 11 gooseberries, 13 currants, 4 red
raspberries, and 2" strawberries. The
brief comments include information on
the characteristics of the fruit and its
uses, general adaptation of the variety,
blooming period and notes on the type
and growth of the plant.

Few American Varieties Cited

The lists in this circular contain few
varieties which are found in the United
States. Of the 42 apples only Mother,
Tompkins King, and Wealthy are found
commonly in this country. A larger pro-
portion of the pears are familiar to
American growers. These include Com-
ice, Clapp Favorite, Conference and Lax-
ton's Superb. The. cherry list includes
Early Rivers, May Duke, and Napoleon.

A unique situation is found in the
case of strawberries. The authors state,
“Healthy stocks of many of the straw-
berry varieties formerly cultivated are
now difficult to procure. Royal Sover-
eign and Huxley are the only varieties
now giving satisfactory returns under
commercia] conditions.” This is quite
different from the relatively long list of
strawberry varieties offered by nurseries
in this country. ” —W.PJ.





